Mrs. Mozart and Her First Individualized Educational Program
Mrs. Mozart, it’s a pleasure to meet you.  So glad you could make it for Wolfgang’s first IEP.  Before you meet with the entire team, I’d like to have a brief word with you if I might.
Of course, Principal Smith.  I’ve never had to go to an IEP before with any of our other children, but I am very proud of him although I know he should study much harder.

Yes, indeed. He received a D in math and a C science this term, and his penmanship is horrible.  He’s also failing computer keyboarding class this semester.
Yes he did, but he is a boy.  My other sons had trouble with penmanship for quite a while, and they graduated from university summa cum laude.  Besides, he’s only in fifth grade and has many other interests.  And he is also very talented in music and creative writing. 

Oh, yeah.  The music.  That is considered an “extra” in this school. Besides, his interests are not balanced. We’ve tested him and found that he scores very high on the “atypicality” index.

Well, that’s a good thing.  Isn’t it?  Who wants to be just like everybody else?

Yes, but he just doesn’t fit in with the other students.  He never plays with them, and we’re thinking of suggesting his inclusion in a “social language” group to help in this area.

Mr. Smith, he does not want to play with them.  Some of them are bullies and he doesn’t like the way they communicate. He has plenty of friends outside school.
Bullies?  Why we have one of the best programs in the state to stop bullying. Didn’t you receive the bully backpack we sent out last semester? We pride ourselves on our diversity program.
Yes, I did, but apparently, Tyler Scott didn’t get it when he used it to give my son that black eye last month. 

Well, as you said, boys will be boys.  Tyler’s lead quarterback on the football team.  But that’s not the real problem.  Your son isn’t paying attention in class either.  Why just yesterday, he spent the entire afternoon scribbling this (throws a stack of papers on the table) and didn’t listen to a thing the teacher said. She has complained about this since the beginning of the school year.
It’s a five-part fugue based on the school’s fight song. I could never write anything like this. Could you?  
Be that as it may, his teacher has just completed this survey evaluating him, and we’d like you to take this test as well. We strongly suspect ADD/ADHD. 
Attention span? Why, he can focus very well and for long periods of time on subjects that interest him.

That’s exactly it.  Only on subjects that interest him.  How about the rest?

What?  

A hallmark of ADD is only focusing intently on subjects of personal interest.

I thought that was a hallmark of talent, or genius. I mean, you have to agree that he is gifted.
Mrs. Mozart, he is talented but he needs to be able to focus his energies.  After you complete the survey, we suggest that you ask your pediatrician about Ritalin, which has done wonders for so many students in this school. 

A drug?  Are you insane?

Now, now.  It was only a suggestion.  We could never force you. 

How dare you ever suggest that I medicate my son?  I’ll report you to the district and the state.

Tsk Tsk. Do I see signs of oppositional defiant disorder? I saw it in your son.  I suspect it runs in the whole family.  

Please stop this at once!  (Turns to leave)

If you don’t take part in this meeting, we’ll develop a program for him without your input.  Now, how would you like that? 

….to be continued…..

